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WILFRED RYBACK 
Petition 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [3.07 pm]:  I have a petition which reads as follows - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring your attention to the situation of Wilfred Ryback and his family of 
Casuarina.   

Mr Wilfred Ryback has Multiple Sclerosis.  He is fifty four years of age.  He was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis ten years ago.  He is now totally reliant on a wheelchair for mobility and is unable to 
do anything for himself.  He can no longer feed himself, dress himself or attend to any of his personal 
needs.  At night he needs to be “turned” every two hours.  He has to rely on his wife, Stacey, and carers 
to attend to all his needs. 

Ten years ago, shortly after his diagnosis with multiple sclerosis, Wilf suffered a brain haemorrhage.  
This left him with short term memory loss.  He will ask the same question over and over again.  This is 
very difficult to live with and is extremely wearing on his wife and carers.   

When diagnosed, ten years ago, Wilf was a Mechanical Engineer with his own business.  Although he 
has Multiple Sclerosis and is confined to a wheelchair his mind is still active.  When he talks to other 
Engineer’s he “comes alive”, he is in his element.  He currently attends a Day Care centre with other 
people with Multiple Sclerosis.  Unfortunately he finds he has nothing in common with the other people 
at the Centre except his illness, which he finds frustrating.  However, he continues to attend as it is his 
wife’s only respite.   

Stacey is finding it increasingly difficult to manage.  Wilf’s care is now very physically and emotionally 
demanding.  To go out takes a lot of planning and once they do go out Wilf often wants to come back 
home.  His wife now has decided that it is easier to stay home.  She get very little sleep because of the 
demands of Wilf’s care.  She is isolated and exhausted.   

Wilf and Stacey have three children.  Wilf’s illness has taken a toll on the whole family.  The eldest 
daughter could not deal with the situation.  It took its toll on her marriage.  She left her husband and her 
children.  Stacey not only looks after her husband but helps he son-in-law with the children.  He works 
shift work and she has the children stay with her while he is on late shift.  Stacey and Wilf’s middle 
child fear that Wilf’s problems could be hereditary and is reluctant to commit to a relationship.  Their 
son finds it difficult to relate to his father now.  They all live away from home. 

Three years ago when Wilf could do more for himself the family received some funding to help with 
Wilf’s care.  This funding enables them to purchase 48 hours of care a week.  Since this time Wilf’s 
care needs have greatly increased.  Stacey has applied for extra funding to obtain the assistance she 
needs to enable her husband to stay in their family home.  They have now been unsuccessful on three 
occasions.  Without this assistance Stacey will not be able manage and Wilf will end up in a nursing 
home, living with people twenty years older than him, with nothing in common with him.   

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 

The petition bears one signature and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly. 

[See petition No 378.]   
 


